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INTRODUCTION 

Electronic media like radio and television is an 

important electronic medium which helps to 

spread information to the farmers. It plays an 

important role in agriculture development 

which disseminates latest information 

regarding farm and technologies. Radio is an 

audio-medium which is the most cheapest and 

effective mass medium through which 

message can be delivered to wide range of 

listeners which include both literate and 

illiterate in a very short time. It can even reach 

where there is no power supply and covers 

large section of population.  
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ABSTRACT 

A study was conducted to find out the perceived usefulness of radio and television programmes 

by farm women in West Garo Hills district of Meghalaya state of India. Total of 100 numbers of 

respondents were randomly selected from two blocks consisting four villages for the study. The 

data were collected by using interview schedule through interview method. Mean, percentage, 

frequency distribution, Chi-Square test and Spearman’s rank correlation were used for analysis 

of data. All the statistical analysis has been done by using statistical software like SPSS 

(Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) version 16.0 and MS-Excel Spreadsheet. The results 

showed that respondents perceived usefulness from radio programmes were ‘News in Garo’ 

which ranked 1
st
, followed by ‘Mother’s milk is best for baby’ ranked 2

nd
, ‘Disaster management 

on earthquake’ ranked 3
rd

 and respondents perceived usefulness from television programmes 

were ‘Health and family welfare’ which ranked 1
st
, followed by ‘Self help group’ ranked 2

nd
, 

‘Health and nutrition’ ranked 3
rd

. The study also observed that relationship between the socio-

economic status with their utilization of radio and television programmes had non-significant 

relationship. Thus, the information gathered from radio and television helps the farm women in 

their day to day lives. 
 

Keywords: Radio, Television, Usefulness, Regional. 

 

Research Article 

 

 

Cite this article: Sangma, S. N., & Das, P. (2020). Usefulness of Radio and Television Programmes by 

Garo Farm Women in West Garo Hills of Meghalaya, Ind. J. Pure App. Biosci. 8(6), 647-651. doi: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.18782/2582-2845.8417 

 



 

Sangma and Das                            Ind. J. Pure App. Biosci. (2020) 8(6), 647-651     ISSN: 2582 – 2845  

Copyright © Nov.-Dec., 2020; IJPAB                                                                                                             648 
 

All India Radio broadcast programmes related 

to community, agriculture, religious, 

educational, health and family programmes in 

regional languages for farmers and rural 

masses through its regional stations under the 

features of ‘farm and home units’. Television 

is an audio-visual electronic medium which is 

popular and effective means of information, 

education and entertainment. It is ideal 

medium to convey information to illiterate and 

literate in urban and rural areas and reached at 

shortest time. It covers various programmes 

like entertainment, agriculture, religious, 

health and family. It gives essential 

information and knowledge in order to raise 

agricultural production and rural development 

through Krishi Darshan programme. 

Television and radio play as an important 

communication tool in the field of agriculture 

which deliver messages to the farmers living 

in remote areas upgrade their social status, 

improve knowledge level and helps to bridge 

the gap between the scientist and the farmers. 

It helps people to aware of their needs and 

influences to adopt innovations. It is also 

considered to be most effective electronic 

media for transferring scientific knowledge 

and modern agricultural technology to the 

farmers. The farmers can easily understand the 

messages and can follow the instructions and 

operations that are given through radio and 

television. However less number of studies has 

been conducted so far on utilization of 

messages from radio and television by the 

Garo community. In this circumstance a 

research study was undertaken with the 

following objectives: 

Objectives: 

1. To study the usefulness perceived by the 

respondents from radio and television 

programmes. 

2. To know the socio-economic status of 

farm women and its relation with 

utilization of information from radio and 

television. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The present study was carried out in West 

Garo Hills of Meghalaya. Two blocks were 

selected through random sampling method i.e 

Rongram and Gambegre blocks. Four villages 

were selected randomly from the two blocks 

i.e Eden Bari and Masumatagre from Rongram 

block and Ronggatagre and Rongbilbangre 

from Gambegre block. A total of 100 women 

respondents were randomly selected for the 

study and data is collected through personal 

interview by using pre-tested semi-structured 

interview schedule. The data collected from 

the respondents were converted into coded 

form, tabulated and scored. The data were 

analyzed by using appropriate statistical 

methods such as mean, percentage, frequency 

distribution and Spearman’s rank correlation. 

All the statistical analysis has been done by 

using statistical software like SPSS (Statistical 

Package for the Social Sciences) version 16.0 

and MS-Excel Spreadsheet. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

From the Table 1 it is observed that use of 

information by respondents from radio 

programmes were ‘News in Garo’ which 

ranked 1
st
, followed by ‘Mother’s milk is best 

for baby’ ranked 2
nd

, ‘Disaster management on 

earthquake’ ranked 3
rd

, ‘Government welfare 

scheme’ ranked 4
th
, ‘Cash crop cultivation to 

prevent soil erosion’ ranked 5
th
, ‘Self 

employment through floriculture’ ranked 6
th
, 

‘Nutrition – key to development’ ranked 7
th
, 

‘Disaster Management on flood’ ranked 8
th
, 

‘Role of women in Swachh Bharat Mission’ 

ranked 9
th
 and ‘Soil and land preparation for 

horticulture crops’ ranked 10
th
. The probable 

reason of maximum used of ‘News in Garo’ 

programme might be that farm women 

understand it better in getting information on 

agriculture and rural development because it is 

in local language. As all the respondents were 

women they found it useful the mother and 

child related programmes. 

 The data in the Table 2 found that use 

of information by respondents from television 

programmes were ‘Health and family welfare’ 

which ranked 1
st
, followed by ‘Self help 

group’ ranked 2
nd

, ‘Health and nutrition’ 

ranked 3
rd

, ‘Importance of antenatal check Up’ 

ranked 4
th
, ‘Arts & crafts’ ranked 5

th
, 
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‘Integrated farming system’ ranked 6
th
, ‘Skill 

development’ ranked 7
th
, ‘Awareness 

programme on pesticides for paddy 

cultivation’ ranked 8
th
, ‘Mango grafting’ 

ranked 9
th
 and ‘Self reliance’ ranked 10

th
. The 

reason for higher percentage of using ‘health 

and family welfare’ might be that respondents 

get information related to health services 

provides by Government which helps them to 

improve good health for themselves and also 

for their family. They also found useful ‘self 

help group’ programmes might be the reason 

that they also have interest in income 

generation, solving problems and participation 

in group activities. 

       The results of correlation analysis in Table 

3 revealed that there is no significant 

relationship between the farm women’s socio-

economic status like age, major occupation, 

education, marital status, family size, family 

type, annual income, primary source of 

income, land holding and possession of mass 

media equipment with their utilization of radio 

and television programmes. 

 

Table 1: Distribution of respondents according to their use of information from radio 

n=100 

Sl.No. Radio programmes 
Very 

useful 
Useful 

Somewhat 

useful 

Least 

useful 

Not 

useful 
Mean Ranking 

1 News in Garo 78 22 - - - 4.78 I 

2 Mother’s milk is best for baby 73 27 - - - 4.73 II 

3 Disaster management on earthquake 55 43 2 - - 4.53 III 

4 Government welfare scheme 52 48 - - - 4.52 IV 

5 Cash crop cultivation to prevent soil erosion 46 54 - - - 4.46 V 

6 Self employment through floriculture 32 62 6 - - 4.26 VI 

7 Nutrition – key to development 24 73 1 2 - 4.19 VII 

8 Disaster management on flood 17 82 1 - - 4.16 VIII 

9 Role of women in Swachh Bharat Mission 20 69 11 - - 4.09 IX 

10 Soil and land preparation for horticulture crops 9 88 2 - - 4.06 X 

11 A planning for a scientific cultivation and preparation 

soil erosion control measures 

10 83 7 - - 4.03 XI 

12 Disaster management on soil erosion 11 78 11 - - 4.00 XII 

13 Global scarcity of ground water/its importance on 

environment 

17 61 21 1 - 3.94 XIII 

14 Concept of family planning/small family norm 7 73 19 1 - 3.86 XIV 

15 Vitamin deficiency and its affects 11 63 25 1 - 3.84 XV 

16 Total sanitation need of the hour 2 77 20 1 - 3.80 XVI 

17 Role of women in environmental conservation - 72 28 - - 3.72 XVII 

18 Affects of common cancer in women 6 64 25 5 - 3.71 XVIII 

19 The world is now a global village - 68 32 - - 3.68 XIX 

20 Donate blood to save other’s life - 63 32 5 - 3.58 XX 

21 Employment news - 53 47 - - 3.53 XXI 

22 Morning news - 20 45 29 6 2.79 XXII 

23 News in Hindi - 25 25 48 2 2.73 XXIII 

24 News in English - 15 26 53 6 2.50 XXIV 

25 North East news bulletin in English - 10 29 55 6 2.43 XXV 
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Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to their use of information from television 

Sl.No. Television programmes 
Very 

useful 
Useful 

Somewhat 

useful 

Least 

useful 

Not 

useful 
Mean Ranking 

1 Health and family welfare 45 55 - - - 4.45 I 

2 Self help group 41 59 - - - 4.41 II 

3 Health and nutrition 40 60 - - - 4.40 III 

4 Importance of antenatal check up 38 56 6 - - 4.32 IV 

5 Arts & crafts 33 65 2 - - 4.31 V 

6 Integrated farming system 30 70 - - - 4.30 VI 

7 Skill development 28 72 - - - 4.28 VII 

8 Awareness programme on pesticides for paddy 

cultivation 

27 73 - - - 4.27 VIII 

9 Mango grafting 26 74 - - - 4.26 IX 

10 Self reliance 25 75 - - - 4.25 X 

11 The family - women’s programme 28 68 4 - - 4.24 XI 

12 Farmers training on poultry 25 72 3 - - 4.22 XII 

13 Tuber crops 21 79 - - - 4.21 XIII 

14 Healthy lifestyle 13 87 - - - 4.13 XIV 

15 Tomato cultivation 11 83 6 - - 4.05 XV 

16 Success story 19 64 17 - - 4.02 XVI 

17 Hatchery 11 70 19 - - 3.92 XVII 

18 Orange cultivation in Garo Hills - 87 13 - - 3.87 XVIII 

19 Natural disaster management 8 61 25 6 - 3.71 XIX 

20 Importance of aloe vera - 70 30 - - 3.70 XX 

21 Strawberry cultivation - 71 27 2 - 3.69 XXI 

22 Our universe environmental programme - 70 28 2 - 3.68 XXII 

23 Value of medicinal plants - 46 47 7 - 3.39 XXIII 

24 Crime against women - 50 37 13 - 3.37 XXIV 

25 Employment news - 41 49 10 - 3.31 XXV 

 

Table 3: Relationship between socio-economic status of the farm women with their utilization of 

information radio and television 

n=100 

 

Sl.No. 

 

Variables 

Radio Television 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

p 

value 

Correlation 

Coefficient 

p 

value 

1 Age 0.156
NS 

0.121 -0.117
NS

 0.245 

2 Major occupation -0.030
NS 

0.770 0.020
NS

 0.843 

3 Education -0.081
NS 

0.424 -0.026
NS

 0.799 

4 Marital status 0.118
NS 

0.242 -0.040
NS

 0.693 

5 Family size 0.035
NS 

0.729 -0.039
NS

 0.700 

6 Family type -0.044
NS 

0.661 0.034
NS

 0.738 

7 Annual income 0.034
NS 

0.735 0.070
NS

 0.491 

8 Primary source of income -0.161
NS 

0.109 -0.150
NS

 0.137 

9 Land holding -0.109
NS 

0.282 0.028
NS

 0.785 

10 Possession of mass media 

equipment 

-0.094
NS 

0.352 -0.0148
NS

 0.140 

NS 
= Non-significant 
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CONCLUSION 

In present study it was felt need to assess the 

usefulness of radio and television programmes 

by Garo farm women in the study area. It was 

revealed from the result that majority of the 

respondents found the programmes useful that 

are presented in radio and television. 

Respondents feel that use of information 

disseminated by radio and television had a 

positive impact on agricultural productivity 

and increased their knowledge level. Radio 

and television are the useful electronic 

medium for development farm women living 

in rural areas. 
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